
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 2024 
 
Caledonia County Law Enforcement 
Caledonia County Community Justice Center 
 
 
All,  
 
Please see the following list of incidents where PC exists to charge that can be referred directly 
to the Community Justice Center. 
 
Retail Theft <$100 
Unlawful Mischief <$100 
Vandalism <$100 
False pretenses <$100 
Possession of Stolen Property <$100 (so long as not a firearm) 
Minor in Poss of Alcohol 
Poss of Marijuana  
Petit Larceny <$100 
Disorderly Conduct 
Unlawful Trespass (no damage) 
Excessive Speed (23 years old and younger) 
 
 
Please also see the attached Referral Form: Included with the Referral Form should be a copy of 
your investigative narrative and witness list.  
 
*Note: this does not preclude you from referring other incidents due to law enforcement 
interaction that you believe would benefit from CJC intervention or assistance. This is designed 
to be a list to send directly to CJC INSTEAD of sending to my office for review or charging. If 
at any time, you have concerns or questions about whether something is appropriate or 
safe for referral, please call the office.  
 

Jessica E. Zaleski 
State’s Attorney 

 
 
 

Tina Colby 
Victim/Witness Advocate 

 
Rose Houde 

Administrative Secretary 
 

Christian Kerner 
Secretary 

 
 

 
 

State of Vermont 
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Susan Russell, Reentry Coordinator    *School Training and Support 
Tune Faulkner, RJ Panel Coordinator    *Free Legal Clinic/Information and Referral 
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Alexis Eickelberry, Tansitional Housing                      * Restorative Reentry and CoSA 
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December, 22, 2021 
 
The Community Restorative Justice Center, Inc. (CRJC) encourages direct referral of criminal 
offenders by local police to participate in Restorative Processes for minor crimes. Generally, 
crimes eligible for Direct Referral are Misdemeanors. Any case involving a Felony needs to be 
approved by the State’s Attorney on a case-by-case basis prior to making a Direct Referral. The 
offender must be willing to take responsibility for the offense and work with the CRJC to 
address the harm caused by the crime. Particularly if there is a direct victim, collaboration 
between the CRJC Victim Liaison and the SA Victim Advocate is critical. 
 
Eligible offenses for Direct Referrals to the CRJC include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 

• Misdemeanor Retail Theft 
• Unlawful Mischief 
• Vandalism 
• False Pretense 
• Possession of Stolen Property 
• Simple Assault by Mutual Affray (not DV/SV) 
• Minor Possession of alcohol 
• Marijuana cases 
• Domestic Assault (not DV/SV) 
• Petit Larceny 
• False Reports 
• Credit Card Fraud or Bad Checks 
• Disorderly Conduct 
• Minor Electronically Disseminating Indecent Material (Sexting) 
• Leaving the Scene of an Accident 
• Unlawful Trespass 
• Careless Negligent Operation 
• Excessive Speed for a juvenile case 
• Neighborhood and school conflicts 

 
Other cases may be referred for Direct Referral if approved by the SA and the Officer believes 
the case is a good CRJC referral. Other minor crimes, not listed above, may also be considered if 
approved by the SA first. 
 
When a victim is involved, and the case is not coming to the CRJC by Direct Referral, we would 
encourage the SA office to recommend to the court a condition of Restorative Justice Panel as a 
part of the offender’s probation. A Safe Driving Class or a Retail Theft Class may also be 
recommended. 
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If a case is returned to the Police Department or the SA, it is hoped that a conversation with the 
offender will encourage them to complete the process. After a conversation with CRJC, the SA 
or the PD may decide that this case will not continue with CRJC. 
 
Driving offenses: 
It is the opinion of CRJC that suspended fines tend to show an economic bias; if the offender 
can pay, they don’t have the opportunity to repair the harm through the CRJC. The CRJC is 
willing to hear all driving offenses and recommend the Safe Driving Class when the RJ Panel 
deems appropriate. 
 
During an interview time with various victims, our Victim Outreach Liaison has found that many 
victims do want to participate in a Restorative Justice Panel. The process of referral could be 
made easier for the SA office. We would love to work with you to get a simple process. 
 
Retail Theft:  
Several business owners have become concerned that retail theft is not being charged. While 
the stores are interested in seeing a restorative process, we are concerned that the procedures 
could be simplified to ensure that this happens. We don’t want the community to think that 
retail theft has become decriminalized. 
 
In total, the CRJC is very interested in working closely with SA office to streamline and simplify 
any processes which would result in more referrals to CRJC. The intended result is to increase 
community safety (per our grant) by giving more people the opportunity to repair harm. 
Research shows that offenders that participate in a restorative process are 33% less likely to 
reoffend. 
 
Thank you for your time on this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
The staff of the CRJC. 
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