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Relevant Definitions  / Notes
• Charge: a charge is each allegation of the commission of a

crime.  Crimes are categorized at the most general level as
felonies and misdemeanors.

• Felony: a crime punishable by two or more years in jail.
• Misdemeanor: A crime punishable by less than two years in

jail. 
• Docket or docket number: The court assigns a docket number

to every case filed. A case can include a single charge or
multiple charges.

• Assigned Prosecutor: The judiciary dataset only includes the
lead prosecutor. If the SAO and AGO both have attorneys
prosecuting a case, only the lead attorney will be displayed in
the data.

• NOTE: Pending “criminal” data does not include cases in the
Family Division (CHINS, ERPOS, Juvenile Delinquency,
Youthful Offender) or the Civil Division (e.g., PCRs), assigned
to SAS ATTYS. Pending criminal data also does not include
appeals or investigation-related workload. As such, a better
metric of workload must include “all” case types, including
“family” and “civil” cases currently pending.

• SAS believes that the best metric for the current workload and
caseload is the number of “pending” cases – rather than the
differentiation between “active” and “inactive.”

• Active: While the judiciary does not offer a specific definition,
an active case is one that is on a “routine” path towards trial
disposition and, if a conviction occurs, towards sentencing:
Post-arraignment cases; Active Pre-Trial and Ready for Trial;
Active Under Advisement; Active Ready for Sentence.

• Inactive: “Inactive” is a misnomer because it includes any
status that is something other than an active case. It could
include:

• Cases in treatment court.
• Cases pending a court-ordered evaluation for competence to

stand trial.
• Cases with an order of hospitalization (following a determination

the defendant is not competent to stand trial or was not guilty by
reason of insanity) or order of non-hospitalization.

• Cases on arrest warrant status.
• Diversion / Tamarack Cases that are pending.
• VOPs (Probation Cases).
• Arrest Warrants. ARREST WARRANTS.
• Pre-arraignment (docketed but not yet arraigned).
• Other post-judgment cases still being litigated.
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Relevant Definitions

• Clearance Rate: Measurement
of cases resolved against
cases filed. (e.g., in a month
where 100 cases are filed,
resolving 100 cases would
result in a 100% clearance
rate.)
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Judicial Dispositional Guidelines

 Administrative Directive 24, dated November 23, 2010, provided guidelines for case 
disposition but not definitive deadlines or an actionable date for bringing of the case to 
trial.  

 The guideline ranges themselves are, however, largely aspirational – assuming disposition 
of misdemeanors in 120-days and complex felonies within 15-months.  The Supreme 
Court may be interested in revising this, in lieu of a legislative solution – and appears to 
have authority to do so.
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April 2024



March 2024 24,968 Pending Cases

Note:
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March 2024
Active Murder or Manslaughter Prosecutions. 

100% staffed by SAOs.

Note: Essex and Grand Isle did not have any pending homicide-related cases as of 3/1/24
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Active Sexual Assault Prosecutions by County.
97.8% staffed by SAOs

March 2024
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