
Vermont Criminal and Juvenile Justice System 
(SAS Context, Fall 2024)

NOTE: This contents of this document are subject to change. This document was drafted for discussion purposes only.
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Criminal Division

 Felony Cases
 Misd. Cases 
 Fish & Game
 Traffic Appeals
 Treatment Court
 Warrants / Inquests
 Referrals to Alts. To Court.

Civil DivisionFamily Division
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 ERPOs (as of 2018)
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 Misc. DMH/DAIL
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VICTIM SUPPORT
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Context



January 9, 2014



Source: VT DOH August 2024 Monthly Opioid Report



Source: August 2024 DOH 
Monthly Opioid Report



Source: August 2024 DOH 
Monthly Opioid Report
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• Vermont saw a 185% rise in firearm-related crime in 
2022 & Vermont’s homicide rate in 2022 was about 
3.9 per 100,000, “compared with Los Angeles at 3.1 
and New York City at 2.3 per 100,000... Burlington’s 
rate was 11.2 per 100,000, exceeding the rates in 
Philadelphia, Phoenix and Springfield, 
Massachusetts….”

• FBI Data from 2012-2022 shows an increase in 
“Violent Crime” in Vermont across multiple 
categories – see charts to the right and in subs. 
Slides.

• In Dec. 2023, Rep. Martin LaLonde presented the 
attached data from the FBI showing that “Violent 
Crime” in Vermont is on the rise over the past 
decade. 

• See here starting on page 4: W~Martin 
LaLonde~Appropriations Public Safety 
Presentation~12-19-2023.pdf (vermont.gov).

• See page 7: the “violent crime index” shows that 
violent crime is up 56% in Vermont when looking 
at 2012—2022. 

• See page 8: Aggravated Assault is up 65%; 
Homicide is up 166%; “Rape” is up 76%; Motor 
Vehicle Theft up 27%. 

Also of concern, https://crgvt.org/client_media/files/reports/Criminal_Justice_System_Response_Black_Victims_forDistribution2022.pdf. The Vermont 
Crime Research Group (“CRG”) produced a report (linked below) that discusses disparities in crime victimization.

https://apnews.com/article/shootings-palestinian-college-students-vermont-3d4f48f5253d572a81e641ccd74ec536
https://apnews.com/article/shootings-palestinian-college-students-vermont-3d4f48f5253d572a81e641ccd74ec536
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2024/WorkGroups/House%20Appropriations/FY%202024%20Budget%20Adjustment/December%20Meeting/W%7EMartin%20LaLonde%7EAppropriations%20Public%20Safety%20Presentation%7E12-19-2023.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2024/WorkGroups/House%20Appropriations/FY%202024%20Budget%20Adjustment/December%20Meeting/W%7EMartin%20LaLonde%7EAppropriations%20Public%20Safety%20Presentation%7E12-19-2023.pdf
https://crgvt.org/client_media/files/reports/Criminal_Justice_System_Response_Black_Victims_forDistribution2022.pdf
https://crgvt.org/client_media/files/reports/Criminal_Justice_System_Response_Black_Victims_forDistribution2022.pdf
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SAS NUMBERS AND CONTEXT 
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9/1/24
Statewide Backlog Snapshot



Filing Data as of 9/1/24



Clearance Rates
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LEGISLATIVE MATTERS



“MAJOR” 2024 LEGISLATIVE SESSION LEGISLATION WITH OVERLAP TO 
SAS WORK 

ENACTED: 
• (Act 120) S.209 – Ghost Guns and Polling Places etc.
• (Act 125) S.58 – Drug trafficking, Willful Blindness, “Big 12” expansion*
• (Act 128) H.534 – Retail Theft Amendments 
• (Act 129) H.563 – Auto Theft and Theft from cars etc. 
• (Act 138) S.195 – Changes to the Bail Statute, New Pre-Trial Supervision, Expansion of Home 

Detention, etc., Work-Crew.
• (Act 89) S.190 – Statements Made by a Child Victim of an Offense Involving Serious Bodily Injury, Hearsay and Deposition Exceptions 
• (Act 102) H.694 – Sexual Exploitation, Broadening the Definitions to account for acts and conduct
• (Act 116) S.196  – Types of Evidence in Prong 2 for WOE / HWB (Dana N. / Daron R.)
• (Act 137) S. 192 – Was the Forensic Facility bill but no longer
• (Act 153) H. 614 – Timber Theft and Land Improvement Fraud, amending home improvement fraud statute to include land improvement 

fraud
• (Act 161) H.878 – Misc. JUD. Bill
• (Act 159) H.876 – Misc. DOC Bill
• (Act 167) H.626 – Animal Welfare Bill, creates VSP Director for Animal Abuse Cases
• (Act 172) H.173 – Manipulation of a child amendments 
• (Act 174) H.655 – Sealing Study
• (Act 180) H.645 – Pre-Charge, CJCs, “codifying” (Veto Override)
• (Act 178) H.72 – OD Prevention Bill (Veto Override)
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BY THE NUMBERS: (2023-2024)

• 1206 bills introduced (House and 
Senate), roughly 230 with overlap 
to the criminal / juvenile justice 
systems (SAS work) – meaning, 
20% of all legislation introduced 
has some nexus to SAS work

• 248 bill passed both chambers 

• Of the 248 passed by both 
chambers, as of 6/10/24, 16 were 
vetoed by the Governor and 184 
were enacted into law (more 
coming in the coming days)

• 39 bills were approved by the 
House and Senate on the final 
day of the Session (+) (Friday into 
Saturday). Since May 1, over 80 
bills were approved by the 
House and Senate

https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2024/S.190
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flegislature.vermont.gov%2Fbill%2Fstatus%2F2024%2FS.209&data=05%7C02%7CTimothy.Lueders-Dumont%40vermont.gov%7C6c6dea6c4d784430e0e208dc1b903a2f%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638415554158770572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jOgy9B6%2BI0kmcufFDaxxo3zfcEUSN6EO4jGUX7Rrx%2Bk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flegislature.vermont.gov%2Fbill%2Fstatus%2F2024%2FS.58&data=05%7C02%7CTimothy.Lueders-Dumont%40vermont.gov%7C6c6dea6c4d784430e0e208dc1b903a2f%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638415554158775980%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=esQ64uFGSMMHJlpG8o%2F%2BqDOrAphkQjCL3tAatKror%2BM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flegislature.vermont.gov%2Fbill%2Fstatus%2F2024%2FH.534&data=05%7C02%7CTimothy.Lueders-Dumont%40vermont.gov%7C6c6dea6c4d784430e0e208dc1b903a2f%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638415554158716065%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=d%2Flq5xU765beWej1dIjUI1YEMOtcrio0eYFywkFYebY%3D&reserved=0
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2024/H.563
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flegislature.vermont.gov%2Fbill%2Fstatus%2F2024%2FS.195&data=05%7C02%7CTimothy.Lueders-Dumont%40vermont.gov%7C6c6dea6c4d784430e0e208dc1b903a2f%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638415554158759718%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iJWH3%2Bz4C45scwg11GQ786eBbCrM3HPZ8ZxYjUQwK3w%3D&reserved=0
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2024/S.190
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2024/H.694
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2024/S.196
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2024/S.192
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2024/H.626
https://vtdigger.org/2024/01/24/theres-no-rules-or-oversight-new-bill-seeks-to-ease-vermonts-animal-welfare-crisis/
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2024/H.173
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flegislature.vermont.gov%2Fbill%2Fstatus%2F2024%2FH.645&data=05%7C02%7CTimothy.Lueders-Dumont%40vermont.gov%7C6c6dea6c4d784430e0e208dc1b903a2f%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638415554158797704%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XeC%2BMjZyPoI7F9piAaLqZCRtJavcGMNp6MBKaBTgUao%3D&reserved=0
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2024/H.72
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